and sciences were either taught by inspiration from
heaven, or attained by the exquisite capacities of
their minds ; one having a genius to this, another
to that kind of knowledge ; as one to music, another
to working in and finding out metals and minerals
in the earth, then melting, refining, casting, and
other operations and improvements, as knowledge
came in by the door of experiment.

Adam's posterity (I mean his particular house or
family) learnt to speak more immediately from him
and Eve their mother, by mere imitation of sounds,*
as we do to this day from one another.

But having thus obtained speech from their im-
mediate parents, all other acquired knowledge men-
tioned above, such as of their improvement of cul-
ture, discoveries in nature, and the like, seemed to
be the consequence, 1. Of a vehement and inflamed
desire after knowledge, planted in their minds by
nature itself; an inquiring disposition ; being sens-
ible of a vast treasure hidden in nature apt for dis-
covery, and which, as it were, waited only for the
search, in order to open itself to their view for the
general good. 2. A vast capacious understanding
fitted for that search, and which we have reason to
believe the antediluvian fathers were more than or-
dinarily furnished with, guiding them directly to
the search after and into all the arcana of nature,
with a readiness and accuracy so pointed, as if they
had been beforehand instructed what to search for,
how to search for it, and where to find it. 3. A
secret inspiration from heaven, filling them with, or
at least directing them to, the knowledge of things
in a more than ordinary manner.

N. B. We cannot doubt but were there now to
appear a man perfectly untaught, not having con-
versed at all with men taught and instructed before
him, and yet should have a treasure of such know-
ledge in his mind, exerting itself in action to such a